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even though the wood is carried off; the) THE PLYMOUTH AGRICULTURAL 
fertility thus gained is in some measure SOCIETY 
drawn from land that is exposed to the ac- : 
tion of the sun and air. This is a fact that ea 
every farmer should remember, and it should 
prompt him to keep his farm as thoroughly 
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WHOLE NUMBER 2053. _ 








wood and mixed fruit. This is a graft hybrid. 

I find in the Massachusetts Agricultural 
Report for 1871, p. 295, over the signatures 
of W. S. Clark, then president of Mass. 
Agricultural College, and Marshall P. 


of April and the first of May, he should not 


MASSACHUSETTS try to get his corn in until after the middle 
of May. Fodder corn, buckwheat, and 


~ ca ENCiAN SS ab yF ae 
sven — a Hungwrian grass seed should not be planted 
scat Organ of the ¥. & Agricultural Setel¥-) nei} the middie of June. 


Written expressly for the Mastachusetts Ploughman. 
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NUMBER ONE. 


Porticultnre. 


Written expressly for the Mase ©+.0tts Ploughman. 
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BY A. T. PERKINS. 
« EEALY aT“ PLOCOMMAN BUILDING.” > 4 . 5 
pre tenance —teelltaggec: The farmer to assist him in deciding the 
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{ hecommanity, 


. « peruen 


rg.—-One square ofeightlines, There are few if any crops that the nature 


~ oF ADYERTIOING 
beequent: reertion cts, 


’ $1.00 ,eachs and the wants seem to be so little under- 
stood as the potato. 
idea that they must select their potatoes for 


and with the | 


he PLovemman\s2@centss year Many farmers have an 


edstates 


Editorial. 








planting, in the same way, 
same care, that they do their onions, beets 
and turnips for seed, that is, selecting those 
of the best form; they seem to entirely 
overlook the fact that they do not propagate 
from the seed, but from the root or tuber, 
which is a continuation of the old life, and 
prodaces its like in variety, the same asa) 
cutting from a grape vine or a currant bush. 
While this fact is generally known, by many | 
it is entirely overlooked. No doubt it is| 
always best to select potatoes to plant; but 








To know the best time to prepare the 
land and plant each crop requires long ex- 
close observation, and even 


perience and 
foretell the 


then, as it 
weather, seeds may be planted so early that 
ants may be killed by @ late 


s impossible to 


the young |} : . : 
frost ste that the dry weather may/not with the view to improve the form | 
prevent the seeds from germinating; 80 at/or the flavor, but rather to reject the dis- | 


best the 





farmer must take his chances, in|eased ones and the small ones ; the diseased | 
> late for the spring rains | ones should be rejected for the same reasons | 


regard to being to ‘ ; 
for the late spring frosts. But | that diseased cuttings or cions should be re- 
classified by careful ob- | jected, and the very small ones should be re- 


f each plant sown | jected because there are nearly as many eyes 


or too early 


the crops may be | 
servation, and the seec 


For example: The | in a small potato as there are in a large one, 


ng the first crops that may be and if cut in pieces with only one or two 
of loss by the cold | eyes in a piece, they would be so very small 


tea without risa 


Pp af ae ‘ 
weather, while the squash is among the last | that they would do very little towards fur- 


that should be planted, if we except some/nishing subsistence for the yourg sprout, 
the fall crops, like the English turnip, | before its roots became large enough to ab- 
for winter use sorb the fertilizer in the soil. 
\s a rule, we think the farmers of Eastern If small potatoes must be planted, all but 


Massachusetts plant many crops too early; two eyes should be cut out, and then the 
the cold east winds keep the ground cold, | potatoes planted whoie. In this way if seeded 
and while many tender plants may germinate | the same as large potatoes cut to two eyes, 
and escape the frosts, they do not make that | the product will be as good. The reason that 
orous growth that is necessary to/ small potatoes do not always do as well, as 
peas, although ‘cut large ones, is probably because they 
t yield so large acrop throw ups large number of stalks, which 
planted the middie of April as the middle unless the land is very rich will be small and 
of May; and Indian corn, which is often thus fail to produce a good crop of large 
planted the first we kK in May, will usually potatoes ; if they be cut in pieces small 
yield more if planted the 25th of the month. enough so that there shall be only two eyes 
But there are some crops that must be to a piece, In common culture, the stalks 
planted early, or the seed will often fail to will come up small, and as they cannot draw 
germinate. Among them may be named! much nourishment from the small piece 
grass seed, if it must be sown in the spring, from which they came, it fails to start with 
nions, carrots and beets; it is also impor- that vigor which they would if they could 
that spring grain, except corn, should draw nourishment from a good sized piece. 

be sown early; but he who should sow By having the land in good order and very 
Hungarian grass seed early would find that rich, this feebleness is soun overcome, but 
ui made a mistake; for this is @ crop under ordinary culture it never outgrows its 

nly in hot weather. Pota- first weakness. 

anted quite early, much earlier Very 
takes much longer for them quantity of small potatoes, while light seeu- 


early vigor 
secure a large yield. Even 


very hardy, Wiu OO 


that will grow 

s may be p! heavy seeding produces a large 
than corn, as it 

sprout and get above ground, and besides ing produces a very large proportion of 
1 weather does not seem to affect good sized potatoes; this is because light 
them as badly as it does corn, unless it is seeding produces few stalks which grow very 
freeze them, and even then | vigorous, while heavy seeding produces a 
large number of stalks, which crowd each 
other, and never become large sized and 


eid enough to 
better than corn, for corn 
* } , th fro« i nan : 
when cut down with frost, or its growtn | giied with large healthy leaves. 
stopped by cold weather, does not readily ri i — 
recover, and in fact it never seems to do as| Many believe that the seed end of the po- 
ec r, anc in ‘sactiit as ; 
weil comes up after the cold /|tato is not as good as the other end; this 
weather is It then keeps in a thrifty belief is undoubtedly well grounded, because 
condition through the season, and usuaily 
passes the earlier planted, in size, if not in 
the time of ripening. : <a 
present season during April and the | ¢yes that it sends up a large quantity o 
¢ May was dry for the season, conse- Stalks, and the result isthe same as plant- 


and the first week in May| ing smali whole potatues; were it 
ndition to plough and plant | the time required to do it, it would be best 


they Wi recover 


as when it 
ver 

the seed end is full of eyes, and if only a 
small piece is cut off the top, it is so full of 


ently the gr not for 


was in better condiu 

the frequentiv is the last of the month. | to cut out all but two eyes, but the time re- 
Rut this is no sure indication that the season | quired to do this would be worth more than 
will be a favorable one for early planting. | the potatoes; the better way is to discard 


Heavy rains may come and the ground, the | the seed end altogether, or cut the potato 


ast e month, may be both cold and | the other way and thus get a portion of both 
wet. andin odition for the growth of | ends of the potato in every piece. When 
te ants. As a rule it is not best to| potatoes are cut, care should be taken in 
pla arge fields of tender plants early, be- | planting, to place the cut side down; some 
cause the ground is in gooa condition; oc- | Dever plant cut potatues without first rolling 
casionally we have a year that early plant- | them in plaster; n> doubt this is beneficial, 
) } | } : 
ing may be an advantage; but itisan ex-| When manure is put in the hill a misteke 
ep to the rule. The year 15s9 was one | i, usually made by planting the potatoes top 
f the exce The exceptions are so | 


of the manure; this is a poor practice; if 


rare that itis not best to take the risk, ex-| : 
far as one is willing to sacrifice quan- manure must be put in the hii, which we do 
r earuness. {not approve of, it should always be put on 
ner id have two gardens ;| the top of the potatoes, and it should be de- 
a dry, warm and sheltered location, | composed enough t> allow the sprouts to 
readily pass through it to the surface; thus 


Gly anc aaty i 


a ther moist, t i] ? : 
. . am 8 planted the crop will not so readily dry up. 
' tu tion to the north. shel- : , 
. ' . : vender As the sun in our climate is very bot dur- 
garden may be small, but it ; . 
os fe le BS Wi ing July and August, if the weather proves 
f possible, near the dwelling, and also near ’ 


lto be dry, potatoes frequently suffer by too 
| much heat, and for the want of water. The 
lintelligent cultivator will never lose sight 


a good supply of water. In such a garden 


plants may be planted 


enriy if they are carefully —e al a 

ae Pee i his cultivation he wil 
Watched ana protected, Whenever necessary, of these things, but ~e - 
tr ec und as soon as the weather|endeavor to keep the ground as cool and 
gets and the ground dry, frequently lib- | moist as possible during July and August, 


he this way vegetabies for | A season like that of last year was almost 
“4 Foamy: Ph de ms | fatal to every field of potatoes that was 
be much smailer. The|hilled. While those who practiced level cul- 
supplying the table with | ture had large crops of excellent potatoes. 
‘egeiaties, at the -arlest moment POs | Many cultivators have an ides that potatoes 
flere . . mth tg Re Ce Rare that are not hilled cannot find room to grow 
sir ss nediien aunbds without growing out of ground, while the 
fact is, if the land us properly prepared, and 
oor the potatoes planted as they should be, at 
|jeast four inches deep, they will not grow 
lout of ground any more, if as much, as if 
hilled ; for every time a potato is hilled it 
throws out a new set of roots near the sur- 
face, and if tubers grow from the top set the 
hill washes away by the action of heavy 
| rains, and thus leaves the potatoes exposed 
to the light and air. On very wet land it 
may be better to make a broad hill, but on 
dry land to hill is often fatal to the crop. 
Near large towns and cities a crop of 
very early potatoes is thought to pry much 
better than acrop of corn; they are often 
dug and sent to market early in August, and 
sometimes, in early ground, by the middle of 
July, thus clearing the ground in time for a 


crop of |ate cabbage, German sweet turnips, 


he tadie may 
Weeks ear.ier thar 

. the crop Wi 
eat .sfact ‘of 


be p-Soted until the last week in May, 
o early for squashes, for these 
i‘ second week in June is early 
re forthe marrow squash our best 
success bas Geen by planting the second 
June; there is nothing in the ger-| 
ai feels the cold winds quicker than | 
the marrow squash, besides, the moment 
growing, the bugs and worms 
teem to claim the right to take immediate 
Lr re possession ; the quicker e marrow 
passes from the seed to the running 
vine the less danger is there of its being lost 
the striped bug, that eats the leaves, or 
© worm that eats the life out of the stalk. 
s another plant that will grow 
» in warm weather, and one, too, thet 
rever seems to get over being injured by 
e coid, but the flat turnips, parsnips, 
beets, carrots and onions may be planted as 
soon as the ground is in good condition to 
pulveriae well; these plants seem to estab- 
uso themselves during the month of May, so 
that woen hot weather comes they are ready 
to make a vigorous growth; if not sown 
inti hot, dry weacher it is very difficult to 
get the seed to germinate; and the small 
pants if they make their appearance, are 
Pot in so goed condition to withstand the 
Gry weather as those piented early. Rad- 
‘shes anci lettuce may be planted early with- 
ut danger of being cut down by the frost, 
but cucumbers and melons should not ap- 
pear above 7 until the cold weather is 
ver; a slight frost is sure death to them, 
aad a few cold days stops their growth and 
Tenders them but little wf any better than 
‘eeds; in fact, we have seen cucumbers 
when planted the 30th of May come into 
ing earlier than those planted ube 14th, 
‘hough no frost had injured them, but a few 
cola days about the first of June had 
thee wth so completely, that the 
P-anteé soon outgrew them. 
_ While tbe farmer should endeavor to get 
y wheat, rye, oats, barley, 
cmions, beets and carrots, between the pr 


1464 


lhe} 
s0e@ O86 


and leave the land in good condi- 

tion for another crop the same season, re- 
ires a very liberal application of manure, 

r acrop of potatoes draws more heavily 
from the soil than Indian corn, sithough few 
farmers are willing to admit it; but from 
repeated experiments we are sstisfied that 
few jf any crops will follow potatoes, and 
use ga much, as they will to tollow corn. 
ar the potato drays arty | on the potash 
of the soil all will admit, but this alone 
would not, in all probability make the differ- 
ence that appears to exist; probably the fact 
that corn has more leaves, and shades the 
— more, has something to do with it, 
it is a well known fact that the more th 
land is exposed to the 7sys of the sun, and 
the action of the wind, the faster jit leaves, 
its fertility. When the ground is covered 





trough the Ploughman,should be accompamed by 


prised to find everything in perfect order, 
not only in the beautiful hall, but on the 
extensive grounds. The President kindly 
offered to answer the printed list of ques- 
tions furnished by the State Board, and your 
delegate had the pleasure of hearing bim 
give an admirable charge to the gentlemen 
composing the various committees. 

Your delegate was most favorably im- 
pressed with the earnest and business-like 
way in which every one connected with the 
Fair seemed to be doing his or her duty. 
All were evidently much interested. 

In the lower hall was found a well ar- 
ranged and handsome show of domestic ar- 
ticles, lace work, coverlids and fancy articles 
ot various kinds, also things useful on farms, 
such as creamers, ice chests and farming 
utensils. On long counters, easy of access, 
were placed a very fine share of flowers and 
fruits. 

Of grapes unier glass the most noticeable 
were the Black Prince; of outdoor grapes 
the Rogers and the Perkins. Of pears 
there were the Bartlett, Dutchess, Superfin, 


he full name of the correspendent. 


ee me 


Editor Massachusetts Ploughman: 

Will you please answer in the next 
Ploughman what is the real value of cotton 
seed meal compared with corn meal in the 
production of butter, and greatly oblige s 
subscriber. M. 

Saco, Me., April 11, 1881. 

Cotton seed meal has been growing in 
favor tor the production of milk since its in- 
troduction. For quite a number of years it 
was regarded with more or less suspicion 
and prejudice, and it was generally under- 
stood to be dangerous to the health of cows 
to be fed except in very smallest quantities ; 
but experience has proved that it is less 
likely to produce garget in cows than Indian 
meal, and equally good or better for the 
production of milk and butter. Cotton seed 
meal has a decided value above that of In- 
dian meal in the manure produced from 
feeding it. By carefully conducted analyses 
it has been shown that the fertilizing quality 





Swan’s Orange and many other good varie- 
ton of cotton seed meal when compared with | ties. Of apples there was a fine show of | 
the cost of the same amount of ch \ fer- | M th Sweet and Porters; of melons, | 
tilizers in the market is worth $27,50, while | both water and musk, there was also « beau- | 


: - | ti lay. 
the meal itself coste only from $25 to $27. Se. a fine show of single flowers 
If chemistry is correct there is great advan-| ji, glass, each being perfect in its way, 
lage in feeding it, as the manure produced | though your delegate does not consider this | 


contained in the manure produced from one 











1s worth more than the meal costs, and it is | method ever produced so agreeable an effect 


certainly very valuable in producing milk and 
butter. The value of manure from one ton 
of Indian meal is according to the same 
authority worth about the same as that from | 
best English hay, which is about $9, so that 
it will be seen that there is a decided ad- | 
vantage in feeding cotton seed meal over! 
that of Indian meal. 

Here is another instance of the great 
progress that has been made in the economy 
of turning waste materials to profitable use. 
Not many years ago cotton seed was 8 
waste material, and hundreds of thousands 
of bushels, and in fact all produced at the, 
South except what was used for seed, was, 
made no use of. Now it is carefully saved, 
a valuable oil extracted from it, which is} 
from good authority largely exported, and | 
returned again to us in the form of olive oil, 
and the cake ground into meal, which is 
one of our most valuable feeds and fertil- 
izers.—[ Ep. 





—— 


MASS. STATE INSPECTOR'S REPORT 
OF FERTILIZERS. 


Editor Massachusetts Ploughman - 

Will you please inform me through the | 
columns of the /‘loughman in what form the 
Report of the Massachusetts State Inspector | 
of Fertilizers is publishea, how it may be 
obtained, Xc., &c., and oblige a subscriber ? | 

Yours truly, Fr. D. 
Billerica, Mass, April 19, 1881. 
The Report of the Massachusetts State | 

, Inspector of Fertilizers is published in the 
Report of the Secretary of the State Board 
of Agriculture. The report for the present 
| year is not yet out, but will probably be 
issued sometime during the present month. 
A limited number of copies of the Seereta- | 
| ry’s Report are distributed by the members| 
_ of the House and the Senate. Farmers by 
applying early, can obtain copies from the | 
|Secretary of the Board of Agriculture. 
| Prof Goessmann’s Report on Fertilizers is | 
always full of valuable information, whic’: 
| does much to assist the farmer in selecting 
commercial fertilizers best adapted to his 
wants. A limited number of this Heport is 
| published in pamohlet form.—{Eb. 





SPRING HALT. 


Editor Massachusetts Ploughman 
I would like to inquire through the col- 
umns of the Ploughman if you know of any 
| remedy for “ Spring halt,” or “ String halt,” 
in horses, as I have a valuable one which 
shows some symptoms of it. 
Very res pectfully, L. 3. L. 
Winthrop, Conn., Apr. 21, 1881. 


| ‘The Spring halt isa nervous affection that 





as when they are massed together, each set- 
ting off the age | of the other. The show | 
of green house plants was excellent, many | 
very valuable specimens being exhibited. | 

“Of vegetables there was also a very fine) 
show, including Hebron and Child’s pota- 
toes, Hubbard Squash, Early Minnesota and 
Mammoth corn, and especially the Acme | 
Tomatoes. fhe above mentioned varieties 
struck your delegate as being especially de- 
serving of notice. 

The same admirable arrangements which 
characterized the direction of the 
were found upon the ground, where your 
delegate saw an excellent plowing macch, 
and an equally good walking mateh for oxen, 
also a fine show of working and drawing. 
oxen, matched horses, also draft, family and | 
drawing horses, and horses raised in the 
country, all very good. ' 

he fowls were found nicely cared for in a 
well arranged building. This part of the. 
show though not very large, was first rate in 
character, comprising beautiful varieties of | 
Black Cochins and White Cochins, Gold, 
Silver and Penciled Hamburgs, Gold and 
Silver Polish, together with some beautiful 
specimens of ducks, geese and turkeys. | 

The arrangements of the Horse, Cattle, | 
Sheep and Pig pens was quite as good as | 
the other departments of the Fair. Your | 
delegate saw there two beautiful and high | 
bred horses belonging to one of the vice) 
Presidents, and coming from Middleboro, | 
and many others from such stock as Ham-| 
bletonian, Morgan, and Black Hawk, and 
of bulls some fine specimens of Austrian and | 
Jersey. Of cows the | rincipal were Jerseys | 
and Ayrshires, and of calves the same, of 
course, all picked animals. Besides these | 
there were many fine grade cows. 

Of fat cattle there were some splendid 

irs, the President of the Society exhibit- 
ing two beautiful but monstrous creatures, 
tipping the beam at near five thousand 
pounds weight. 

Of swine there was a fine show, mostly of 
the Yorkshire and Berkshire breeds, boars, 
sows, and sows with pigs. The show of 
sheep was small but good of its kind, South 
Downs being the most largely represented. 

The cay was beautiful, the officers of the 
Society most courteous, and the whole ex- 
—— admirably arranged and represented. 

four delegate was not able to attend the 
Trotting Matches, but was informed by un- 
interested persons who he requested to ob- 
serve and report, thet everything was con- 
,ducted in the best manner and upon the 
most liberal scale; in fact a success, and in 
the pa of your delegate a well de- 
served success, for the Plymouth Agricul- 
tural Society. 








The correspondent who furnished the re- 
| port of the Marshfield Institute which ap- 
| peared in last week's Ploughman, made two 
errors which should not go uncorrected, as 
foliows: Near the beginning of Mr. Rus- 
sell’s remarks on feeding colts on milk, it 
should read, “The celebrated trotter ‘ Pa- 


or rutabagas; but to take off s good crop of 


; wy —|_ f ite 
with vegetation it loses but little, if anyof its | irq and eniphus, jette . 
er J except what passes into the plants; . then kerosene 
and. if all that grows on it be returned to | twice nightly and wash the legs with strong 


| developes usually as horses advance in years, 
j}and more apt to occur in horses of power- 
jful energetic action. Although upleasant 
to the owner, it is not considered by the 
best authorities as an unsoundness, and 
does not affect the usefulness of the ani- 
mal. There does not appear to be any 
remedy for it.—[Ep. 


role’ was brought up upon Ayrshire milk,” 
not“ sour milk.” Also, in the third line 
from the bottom of Mr. Johnson's remarks 
it should read, “leaving the cost of his 62 
bushels only $5,” and not $3, as pub- 
lished. 
—_— 
SMOKED MUTTON HAMS. 
(Prairie Farmer.| 

Choose fat young mutton. Rub it thor- 
oughly with s mixture in the Proportion of 
one pe to two of salt, and half on 
ounce of saltpetre and the same quantity of 
black pepper to a pound of the mixture. 
Place the meat in a covered vessel and turn 
and beat it twice a day for three consecutive 
days. The fourth day wipe the scum from 
the meat, wash it with strong vinegar, and 
again rub it with the mixture. The day 
after beat and turn it; repeat these alternate 
operations for ten days, being careful to re- 
move the scum before each rubbing, and to 
turn the meat every time. After this it 
must be smoked for ten days. To be used 
the same as smoked venison or dried beef. 

To pickle without smoking them, rub the 
hams with a mixtare of sugar, and 


saltpetre, allon ing tour ounces of the former 
and an ounce each of the two 


BURSTING OF THE CROP. 

Editor Massachusetts Ploughman: 

Ihave a hen whose crop see 
bursted. It hangs directly io 
sways from side to side as she walks, and 
she seems to suffer in feeding or as she tries 
to swallow her food. Can anything be 
done, and will she ever be good for anything 
again? She is a nice hen, and { fi ; 

Somerville, Mass. in: s 

Probably nothing can be done for her. 
We have heard of instances of the skin 
being opened, the crop sewed up, and the 
fowls lived under the treatment, but the 
chances are very slim. The best use that 
she can be put to is table use speedily, or she 
will soon be worthless for even that.—[Ep. 


LIMED LEGS IN FOWLS. 


Editor Massachusetts Ploughman : 

Please give me through the column of the 
Ploughman the cause of limed legs in fowls 
—also the cure or preventive, if there is any. 

Yours, &e., Tt. B. 6. 

Gilmanton Iron Works, N. H., 1881 

The disease of the legs is produced by the 
presence of numberless minute insects 
(acari) similar to the scab insects which in- 
fest sheep, and the mange insect which 
cause the mange on dogs. These parasites 
burrow beneath the scales and skin of the 
fowl’s legs ang soon cause a lime-like de- 
posit, which in time aggregates jnto bunches 
and wart-like excrescences. of preserving meat 

The remedy is to rub the legs of the fowls | id, but having no experience 
nightly for three nights with an ointment of | ; 


water about an hour before boiling. oe 


: that hams 
tected by wrapping, can be kept packed in « 





soap suds. Usually one course of this 
treatment is sufficient, but sometimes a repe- 











tition is necessary.( Ey, 











Bred by J. ¥. Bicknell, Baffale, N. ¥. 


Mottled Javas were produced nine years since 
by crossing a large white ben with a Black Java 
cock. The hen was from a flock that had been 
bred pure for a number of years, but unlike any 
thing we have in the Standard. 

In crossing fur new breeds, savs the Poul 
Monthly, to which we are indebted for the use of 
the above beautiful engraving, it is highly impor- 
tant that both parents are from established 
strains, not crosses, otherwise we have so many 
types to content with that the results are entirely 
uncertain. This idea was carried out in the se- 
lections for Mottied Javas and we now have them 
breeding with as much uniformity as many old 


established breeds. In color they are black and 
white, closely resembling Houdans in this pa’ 
ticular only. 

During the last four years, Javas have been 
exbibited at various shows and presented to the 
American Poultry Association for admittance 
into the Standard Investigating commitrees 
were apvointed to carefully consider and erticise 
the birds, and at the meeting of 1880, the Presi- 
deat appointed a committee to perfect a Standard 
for Black Javas and Mottled Javas. 

During the lest session the Standard was pre- 
sented: the socrety accepted it, and now our 
American Javas have a place in the Stancard on 
an equal footing with other breeds. 








€ orrespondence. 


POTATO PLANTING. 


Editor Massachusetts Ploughman: 


A few days since I asked one of my neigh- 
bors if he had planted anything yet.’ “ Yes,” 
says he, “I have planted my potatoes and 
hoed them for the season, and think I have 
put @ quietus on the potato bugs too.’’— 
“ Well,” I say, “ will you tell me how such a 
thing can be done ?” “ Yes,” he answers, “ I 
will. Last year as soon asl had finished 
planting my potatoes I covered about one- 
half of the piece with thatch so that it would 
be six inches or more deep when fairly set- 
tled. 1 didn’t hoe or do anything with that 
partagain until harvest time, when I gath- 
ered from one and a half to two bushe’s per 
rod of as pretty and smooth potatoes as I 
ever had, very white, and many of them 
lying on or near the top of the ground. 
There were no bugs on them until after they 
had blossomed and then a few came from 
the adjoining piece which was not thatched, 
but was almost destroyed by bugs, the pota- 
toes came up through the thatch and thrived, 
but no weeds appeared during the season 
except here and there a bitter weed, and 
when I dug the potatoes the ground was as 
mellow as when I planted them. On the 
other part which was not thatched, but was 
the same kind of land and had the same 
treatment otherwise, the potatoes were hard- 
ly worth the digging.” 

I know that the above statement is reli- 
able. I have seen some of the potatoes and 
found them as he represented, only that the 
color of the skin was now like any other 
potato, 

His land, like most of our Cape Cod soil, 
isa rather light, dry sandy loam. This 
thatch is the long coarse salt hay, which 
grows from three to six feet in height on the 
borders of the creeks in the salt marshes, 
and is broken off ( when not cut) by the high 
tides and the ice in the winter, and with the 
sweepings of the marshes is lodged on the 
lands of the adjoining owners. 8. T. 

Dennis, Mass., May 2nd. 1381. 





SUGAR MAKING Fa0M THE AMBER 
CANE. 


Abridged from a paper read at the annual 
session of the Minnesota Amber Cane Asso- 
ciation, by R. J. Wilcocks. 

In the U.S. Agricultural Report the fol- 
lowing statement occurs:—“ The chief re- 
quizement for sugar making from the sor- 
ghum canes is their perfect maturity, and 
such maturity is dependent on correct culti- 
vation and late cutting.” This statement is 
equally applicable to all varieties of cane 
but it is specia'ly pertinent to us who in this 
northern climate deal with the amber and 
kindred canes. How, then, can we best 
obtain the early maturity so needful to suc- 
cess ?” 

The proper selection of soil will help us 
in this matter. A warm, sandy loam, the 
richer the better, so that it is not enriched 
by rank fertilizers, would be ¥ desirable. 
New land of this description if planted early 
will generally afford a sure and heavy crop. 
if new land is not convenient, select an 
good corn land not too much inpovestohal 
by heavy cropping. 

We can secure the stimulating influence 
of fertilizers in the application of well com- 
posted barn-yard manure, or in the well 
decomposed clover sod; to this may be 
added a |-beral handful of plaster, or wood 
ashes, to each hill. By these we may pro- 
mote the early and increase the size 
of the cane, and thus increase the yield of 
juice without injury to the . Nor is 
this increase of the quantity at the expense 
of its richness. 

The proper selection of seed will have 
much to do with the 


take only those seeds grown on the uppes 
third or half of the pannicles, 

The ion of the “oer 
ploughing will enable us to hasten t- 
ing in the spring. We are also recommended 
to soak the seed from twenty-four to thirty- 
six hours in warm water, and then plant as 
early as possible. Plant shallow, but cover 
thorougtly, and then be ready to stir the 


the soil and give to the cane that condition 
ef growth which insures abundance of juice 
the richness of its quality which is the 
efforts. Clean culture is s 


poor policy to plant seed that is in 
Feepect doubtful or thst 1s nat kaown to be 
of the yery best quality. 





Stoch Department, : 


CAUSES OF ABORTION IN COWS. 


(Corr. Country Gentleman.) 

Allow me to call attention of breeders of 
cattle to two very frequent causes of abor- 
tion in cows, that have not been presented 
by the many contributors on this subject in 
your valuable journal. It is important first 
to fully understand the condition of the cow 
in relation to her carrying her calf in the 
womb. The calf floats in a liquid (liquor 
amnii) contained in a very thin membrane- 
ous sack. This sack is not thicker than 
thick Peper and is within the uterus or 
womb. If this membrane or sack is broken, 
the fluid escapes, the calf dies, and abortion 
takes place with absolute certainty. 

From exteasive observation I am a 
that the rupture of this membrane or 
is the most frequent cause of abortion in 
cows, and it is mostly done by cows hooking 
and punching one another in the flank and 
abdomen, thus burstung the membrane within 
the womb. Some persons may think that if 
the walls of the abdomen are not broken, 
this sack could not be, yet it is a fact. Some 
old cows seem to be possessed to do this 
very thing, and seem to know exactly where 
to punch, and make a business of it. A 
friend of mine had a herd of 60 head. For 
two years he lost nearly half his calves. He 
wished me to go and find out the cause. | 
found a large yard, 100 by 300 feet, on each 
side of his barn, with a passage way of 12 
feet from one to the other, and there stood 
two old cows near this passage that were 
punching and hooking, lifting the hind parts 
of some clear from the grouna. Fourteen 
calves had recently been lost. ‘Lhe two 
cows wereremoved atonce. There has been 
no abortion in this herd for the last three 


—————— 


The other and more frequent cause is 
when a cow that is with calf mounts or rides 
those that are not with calf and are in heat. 
In doing this she brings her whole weight 
(of several hundred pounds) on the under 
part of her belly, and onthe hips and pro- 
jecting rump of the cow she mounts. The 
under one usually tries to get from under, 
thus causing the one on top to step and 
strain tokeep on. The force and weight on 
this thin membraneous sack is very great 
and it bursts, the calf dies and abortion fol- 
lows. This may take place in the early 
stages of conception by forcing the womb 
and contents up into the pelvis. It is 
strange that cows with calf should seem to 
be determined to do this mounting. To pre- 
vent these two causes, cows in calf should 
not be allowed to run with those that are 
not, and no punching and hooking cows 
should run with those with calf. They like 
to catch them when going into their stalls 
or through agate. No kicking, rough usage 
or fast driving should be allowed. 





(National Live-Stock Journal, Chicago. | 

We have encouraged the use of the large 
imported horses of the better class because 
we have thought that one of the greatest 
defects in our farm horses was want of size; 
and this, it seemed to us, could better be 
— by an intusion of the blood of the 

horse than from any other source. But 
we are certain that in many localities , en 
as large an infusion of this blood has n 
made as will be profitable ; and that for the 
uses of the farmer, better horses can be pro- 
duced from these grade draft mares by the 
use of a stout, large, compactiy-built thor- 
oughbred horse, or a highly-bred, well- 
formed, and good-sized trotting stallion, 
than by a further infusion of the blood of 
the draft horse. 

Returning again to the Percheron blood, 
we have no hesitation in affirming our belief 
in its great excellence ; and that it is to this 
blood, which, at a very early day, was largely 
introduced into Canada, that the horses of 
that section owe much of the excellence that 

inguished them fifty years ago. Very 
many of the very best sires of general pur- 
pose, or farm horses, that we have ever had 
in the United States, have been brought from 
Canads, and evidently partook largely of 
this blood. From that country we have had 
the Pilots, the Corbeaus, the Colnmbuses, 
the St. Lawrences, the Royal Georges, the 
Napoleons, the Normans, and many other 
ised families of superior excellence, 
which we believe derived their merits from 
the old Percheron blood, brought over by 
the French settlers, rather than from an 
imaginary scion of imported Messenger, 
spirited in some mysterious manner across 
border, as a certain self-styled “ Horse 
Authority ” in this country has told us over 
and over again. And while, as we have said, 
we think in meny sections we have had quite 
an much of the coarse draft-horse blood in- 
troduced as will prove valuable, yet we are 
clearly of opinion that we can never get too 
much of the genuine Percheron blood in any 
of our country, where the production of 

y, useful horses is the object in view. 





cw A man can raise more corn on twenty 

acres if it is thoroughly manured, carefully 

hed, and kept free from weeds, than 

can om forty acres, with only the same 

amount of manure, and time to give to it 
that he could give to his twenty. 





In a former article I endeavored to show 
the process of plant growth by eell build- 
ing—the process of reproduction by the 
union of male and female cells forming 
the embryo plant in the seed, and the dif- 
ference between the plant purely native 
and the hybrid or mixed plant. We find 
that nearly all our choice fruits, though 
seedlings, are hybrids—natural hybrids. 1 
now propose to speak of the propayation 
and hybridizing of piants without the process 
of seed birth. This is by taking a brd, 
leaf, or some part of a mature tree, and 
from it building up the whole tree by the 
multiplication of ceils—simply cell building. 
It is done by placing cuttings in the earth 
and building the roots—by a root—building 
& new top, or by setting a bud or scion on 
& stock or tree to change the species by 
Suilding a newtop. This process is familiar 
to all, and is the method by which most 
of our trees and plants are propagated. 
But before we can fully comprehend this 
process, we need to understand the circula- 
tion of the sap, as connected with the forma- 
tion of the protoplasm from which all the 
cell buds and other parts of the tree are 
constructed. This seems to be the start- 
ing point in plant growth. Since Hervey 
demonstrated the circulation of the blvod 
in animals, there have been many absurd 
and contradicting theories concerning the 
circulation of the sap in plants. Recently, 


which has reproduced itself with infinite 
variations.” Now this is precisely what Mr. 
Meehan has demonstrated by his experiment 
above described. Mr. P. Barry in the Gar- 
dener’s Monthly for 1869, p. 358, referring 
to the mixed apple above named, doubted 
whether it could have been produced by 
splitting the buds, but would sooner think 
it was obtained by grafting one upon the 
other. This equally admits the existence of 
graft hybrids. Where the cells of different 
species unite in the blossom to produce a 
natural hybrid, the embryo produces fruit 
very different from both parents. Some- 
times the fruit will much resemble one, but 
have or lack certsin qualities of the other. 
Way should not this be the case with graft 
hybrids ? When the greening is grafted on 
the Hightop Sweeting, a summer apple, the 
tree grows like the Hightop, the fruit is 
shaped like the greening, but loses its keep- 
ing qualities. The Hubbardston when 
grafted on the Hightop, will not keep so 
long by two months as when grafted on the 
Russett, and differs in shape, flavor and 
texture. It isa partial hybrid. In a case 
in this town where a sweet Russet was 
grafted upon a Roxbury Russet, the fruit on 
two limbs is almost as sweet as the original, 
but on the others it is neither sweet nor 
sour, yet resembling the sweet Russet in 
form and color, bug unlike any known 
species, and is worthless. It is doubtless a 


| States. 


, 





by the aid of modern science, the best natu- 
ralists have discovered certain facts which 
explode these absurd theories and have de- 


graft hybrid. 

It does not appear to me that the cells of | 
the different species need to be split as indi- | 
fined the true method, now almost univers- | cated by President Clark, to produce a graft 
ally adopted. M husetts may well be | hybrid. I think if two different cells be 
proud of the essay on this subject, by W. | Placed side by side, and they commence the 
T. Clark, the former president of her Agri- Work of multiplying or cell building togeth- | 


cultural College, which Agassiz called a/€t. they would so mix as to produce a mixed | 
revelation to physiologists of merit sufficient © Mongrel wood, and the fruit would core | 
to establish the reputation of the new college | ™e#pond, as it is the wood and not the leaf | 
among the scientific institutions of the | °F the root which determines the kind of | 
world. (See Massachusetts Agricultura] fruit. This is proved by the oft proved | 
Report for 1873.) Science has most satis- | °4¢ of the plum, apricot, peach and almond 
factorily demonstrated that the crude sap | &Tafted upon each other, so that the stock is | 
of the roots holding in solution various | Composed of five kinds of wood, each kind | 
mineral substances and other materials | >e#ring its own fruit, although the plum 
stored up the previous season, ascends | ‘ots supply the sap and the almond leaves 








to the buds and there forces out the em- P®#*ing down from the almond leaves in the 
bryo stems and leaves so wonderfully folded | cambium layer produces the different kinds 
up im them and continues its flow through | of fruit in the different wood of the stock, 
the opening ducts or pores of the stems to thus proving that it is an inherent power in 
the upper side of the developing leaves,| te wood which determines the kind of 
then passing through the leaves to the veins| ruit. Now, it by mixing the ceils of differ- 
on the under side where it exhales, through | ©9* species we can forma mixed wood we 
the newly formed stomata or breathing pores, shall have a mixed or hybrid fruit. This is 
ita superfluous water and inhales the car-| Precisely what is done by grafting. The, 
bonic acid of the atmosphere, thus obtain-| cells of a feeble scion are placed in the cain- 

ing the carbon which constitutes so large a, bium layer of a vigorous stock, and the | 
part of the plant; then begins its downward Strong cell of the latter commence cell | 
cireulation into the chlorophyl or green sub- | building before or as soon as those of the | 
stance of the new bark, which, acting like scion, and together they build up a mixed 








the gastric juice of the stomach, digests | ¥90d partaking the qualities of both, and | 


| the carbonic acid and other matter, and after the result is a mixed or hybrid fruit. It 
assimilating with the sugar, starch, gum, etc, ™8Y be contended that this cannot be, as al! 
\there deposited, passes through the inner |growth comes from the descending sap. 
io into the cambium layer to unite with When we completely girdle a tree the stock 


the protoplasm before formed. This be-| ¥i! not grow below the girdle, while the 
comes the food, the life principle, which | girdled part will make an uncommon | 
the cambium (like the arterial system of the | growth, and although it may put out leaves 
animal economy) circulates to every part of the next spring the stock will soon die. 
the growing plant. In this cambium layer, | This is true of a small tree, unless the girdle 
between the inner bark and sap wood, com- | be so narrow that the growth from above 
pletely surrounding every bud and branch | fills itup. The stock below will not help it, 
and root of the whole tree, al! growth is # it makes no growth. But girdle a limb | 
made. Here the protoplasm forms every |f 4 tree several inches from the junction | 


parts. Here are stored the innumerable | ¢/ow ss well as from above, and will heal | 
unclei or primordial cells which we find |°Y® 
round every node, at the base of every leat | So if we graft a limb several inches from 
and throughout every part, ready to shoot | the body the protoplasm in the cambium of 
out in the form of buds as soon as there is | the tree, full of primordial cells, will flow up 
acall for them. But we are to remember | ‘he grafted limb into the scion, and if the 
that this is all done by simple cell building, | scion be wilted as is often the case, the cells 
and that this process does not change the | i2 the stock will commence the work of cell 
character of the plant. Every cell in this | building, and the result will be a mixed 
process of multiplying produces its like.|¥00d- In this way we often find scions un- 
It is strictly a natural process, and as such | ‘Tue to their hind, i. @., they get mixed or 
can never produce a hybrid. It is simply | bybridized, sometimes essentially changed, 
reproduction by cell building, and all natural | but more frequently the quality of the fruit 


through the ducts or pores of the sap wood | ¢!#borate it. In this case the protoplasm os gr raceancgy-aglboeneann 


° ; Ay ; ; 
cell that serves to make up the different | with the body, and it will grow up from in the western part of the State. 


. Wilder, who i , @ recog- | To the Editor Mass. Plough 
: a ce:ne New PostOmice,] proper time for planting esch crop should | covered with a growth of vegetation as pos-| QMcial Keport t the State Beard of Agriculture. NATURAL AND GRAFT HYBRIDS. seetieliaamale Sane remo nae Seed wet whence (cigor tob 1ccos) is grown 
ai free. MAS BOSTON. make himself as familiar as possible with | sible. . — — ag : “pi x 
w \ ‘ - ~ GEO. YOVES Pleeghman Compeny | ine asiure, and the wants, of each plant; Your delegate arrived on the beautiful NUMBER TWo. statement : Graft hybrids or eprouts may = ten States, viz : Massachusetts, ( eure 
i : PROPRIETORS close observation and careful experiments | > - = grounds of the Society at 9.30 A. M., and a result from grafting, on the supposition that _— ni ——— goa New York, 
GANS is akan ‘ ec ll . @3.@@); | Will do much to settle disputed points, and ®) tions Xns cts 4 BY J. W. TALBOT. & portion of the cell of the scion has united | Pennsylvenia, Indiana, Illinois, Obio and 
o6>) Pi. a ne. sagt copies SUX CENTS. ot | Cortes false theories. e ues rs S&S wb “ee eoqpecunty, = ipo _ with a portion of the cell of the stock to| Wisconsin. Some seed leaf is also yrown 
ashington. 3.3. bed sil & te ae + amuse “ wns gcerenerge canal ++ we een eee ident and Secretary. This being To the Editor Marsachusetts Ploughman: form a sort of mechanically crossed cell in Virginia, known as Old Dominion seed 

as ouma® + great advantages to POTATO CULTURE. S@- All questions to the Earter, desiring answer | day, viz.: Sept. 22d, the delegate was sur- 


leaf, but not to any very great quantity 
The most noted and oldest sort 
vated is Connecticut seed leaf, that has had 
an established reputation for more then 
thirty years. This kind 
texture and usually of high color. 


Cull - 


is the hnest in 
In Mas- 
sachusetts the leaf is a trifle thicker 
darker. In New York State large quanti- 
ties are grown, including Havana seed to- 
bacco, now attracting 60 much attention in 
nearly all of the seed leaf growing States. 
Pennsylvania tobacco is the darkest colored 
of the seed leaf varieties, and of late has 
been highly esteemed, as it furnishes large 
quantities of wrappers for Maduro cigars, 
the color most in demand. This sort basa 
good bodied leaf, and will “go through a 
second sweat all right.” Ohio 
good texture,and burns to a lightash. The 
tobacco of Indiana and lilinois is a kind of 
seed leaf, but does not compare with the 
other sorts grown at the East and West. 
Of late, Wiscunsin has become a great seed 
leaf tobacco growing State, producing both 


and 


leaf is of 


Wisconsin and Spanish tobacco, the latter 
r 

sort comprising about one-third of all that 

is grown. Pennsylvania produces more 


than any other of the seed leaf growing 
Of the 250,000 cases produced in 
1880, Pennsylvania furnished from 125,000 
to 150,000 caves; at least it 
a well-known city pac’er of this leaf. 

Of the seed leaf tobacco grown in this 
country a large quantity is used here for the 
manufacture of cigars, while a large amount 
is usually shipped to 


is so stated by 


foreign markets. 


'The shipments of the leaf in quantity is 
fregulated not only by the price paid f 


rit 
here as well as the duty paid on it when 

exported. The heavy duty recently laid by 

Germany upon seed leaf tobacco may seri- 
ously affect the export of the same. 

Seed leaf tobacco is used wholly in the 
manufacture of the cigar, cr it is used 
singly as a wrapper to cover the cigar when 
made of foreign tobacco. 

There are tricks in all trades, and the 
tobacco industry is not exempt. Pennsy!- 
vania leaf clearly resembles in color Ha- 
vana, but of course has not the aroma of 
This sort of 
sometimes mixed wich 
| Havana and the cigars sold as a clear Ha- 
| vana cigar. We have seen 


leaf, however, is 


Pennsylvania 


cigars that have been “scented” sold for 
clear Havana goods. 
; The process of resweating tobacco in a 


; Short time, either by steam or by the ap- 
| Plication of drugs, injures the leaf in that 
it destroys the natural tobacco flavor and 
aroma of the leaf so that it more rapidly 
facilitates deception by those who are un- 
principled enough to do so. Statements 
have appeared of late in our city papers 
that Pennsylvania tobacco is being shipped 


to Cuba and there made into cigars and ex- 


ported here and sold for imported cigars 
made from choice Vuelta Alojo leaf. That 
}one or more instances of this kind may 
| have occurred is not improbable, but that 
such cases are common we do not believe. 
The Havana officials watch with “Argus 
| eyes ” not only the exportation of leaf tobacco 
| but also cigars, and any attempt to “ do this 


thing” would so seriously injure the great 


reputation of Cuba leaf that such imposi- 
} 


tion upon the smoking world can hardiy he 
carried on to any great extent. 
Florida also grows a sort of seed leaf 
tobacco, grown cliefly in Gadsden County, 
This to- 
bacco has but little flavor, being of an in- 
sipid taste, but burns white, and is usually 
of a dark color. 
white specks, which give the cigar a singular 
It has been said that this leaf 
is used in connection with Havana leaf, and 
the product sold for clear Havana cigars. 


The leaf is covered with 


appearance. 


Very little of this tobacco comes to this 
market. 

The flavorings of cigars are numerous 
and varied. Oftentimes the refuse of Ha- 
vana tobacco, particularly the stems, are 


hybrids, as before shown, are produced by 
the union of male and female cells of differ- 
ent species in the blossom, which form a 
mixed embryo in the seed. We now come 
to ider the subject of graft hybrids. 
Many conservatives, like the old miller who 
knew the earth did not turn round because 
his mill pond was not spilled out, still de- 
clare there is no such thing as a graft hy- 
brid, simply because they have never seen 
it. When a scion is grafted upon a stock, 
and by the process of cell building a new 
top is grown, it has generally been supposed 
that the stock does not affect the character 
of the fruit of the scion. Whena scion has 
produced fruit different from what we ex- 
pected, it has been charged to some mistake 
in the scion ; but when tle fruit is different 
from the stock, different from the fruit of 
the tree from which the scion was cut, and 
different from any fruit known, it is hard 
to account for it, uniess we eall it a mixture 
or hybrid from the unnatural process of 
grafting. More than a century ago, an 
apple was produced, one side of which was 
sweet and the other sour, and with it came 
the tradition that it was obtained by splitting 
buds and putting the half of a Greening and 
Orange Sweet bud together. These apples 
are still quitecommon. The combination and 
existence of the fruit is no 'onger a matter of 
doubt. The method of obtaining it is the 
question. It was positively asserted by 
some that the buds so split could not live, 
and that if they did such fruit could not 
follow. Mr. Meehan, of Philadelphia, 
(See Gardner’s Moathly, vol. 18, page 306) 
was of this opinion ; but to test the matter 
he carefully split the buds of different 
kinds, and succeeded in making three of 
twelve live, and two of them have fruited, 
bearing fruits unlike either kind and dif- 
ferent from any known kind. Here is a 
hybrid apple produced by the union of two 
kinds of buds, by grafting. Now, Mr. 
Meehan is « man not easily deceived, and 
who has 1c motive to deceive others. The 








philosophy of the case is the protoplasm 
or the cells of the two buds united and 


injuced, hence the different qualities of apples 
and pears when the soil will not account for 
it. With our present knowledge in this 
respect we cannot make graft hybrids of 
much importance. The gain by grafting 
upon certain stocks is called double working, 
and the process of ennobling certain kinds 
of fruit is by some deemed important, is 
simply mixing the qualities by grafting. 
These are graft hybrids, and I douht not 
| as we better understand the subject we shall 
deem it of more importance, especially in 
regard to the selection of seeds for ‘he 
stocks from which we are to propagate. 
There is yet much to be iearned in regard 
to fruits. 

Norwood, Mass., 1881. 








THE EVIL OF OVERSTOCKING PAS- 
TURES. 


The overstocking of land is one of the 
surest and quickest ways of ruining pas- 
tures. It is an everyday thing with many 
farmers, who cannot be made to believe 
that they are getting the full benefit of a 

ture unless the grass 1s eaten off a little 
faster than it has time to grow ; consequent- 
ly, ali who put this method in practice 
always have bare pastures and poor cattle. 

The advantages to be derived from allow- 
ing the grass to gain on the cattle during 
the growing season are many, some of which 
are the following: Cattle keep growing all 
the time and come to maturity at the proper 
age. Cattle kept constantly on bare 
tures never mature properly; those kept on 
good pastures do not have to work day and 
night to satisfy a craving appetite, or use up 
all their food in building up system con- 
tinually worn down by labor and semi-star- 
vation. 

A good covering of grass is a protection 
to the land in warm weather ; it protects the 
young grass from the bad effects of cold dry 
weather between the rains of winter, so that 
new grass will be growing under a coverip 
of the old, when that on bare ground wil 
be sometimes literally starved to death. Old 
and new grass, when eaten together, is better 
for cattle than all new, while the secding af 


steeped and the juice applied to the leaf or 
the cigars. Tonqua beans, dissolved in al- 
cohol is also frequently used, and other 
mixtures, to give aromato the cigars. Then 
we have loaded cigars,a little Havana being 
placed in the end of the cigar (when lighted) 
so that the smoker gets the Havana flavor 
on first lighting the “ smoker.” 

Seed leaf tobacco is shipped to ell parts 
of the world. Very much goes to Engiand, 
France, Spain, Germany and Africa. In 
fact, American tobacco of all kinds is a 
favorite in all foreign markets. Foreign 
tobaccos lack the strong flavor so common 
to our American tobacco. BE. 
Connecticut Valley. 


THE DOG NUISANCE. 
{Prairie Farmer.) 
The bane of sheep husbandry in the 
United States, is worthless dogs. Wolves 
are bad enough in some localities, as in por- 
tions of Minnesota, Wisconsin, Michigan, 
etc., but throughout the whole country the 
depredations of sheep-killing dogs make the 
sheep and wool industry more or less haz- 
ardous. Not a week, and scarcely a day, 
passes that aggravating cases of the loss of 
valuable sheep by dogs, is not recorded in 
our exchanges. The apathy of State legir- 
latures on this subject, now that the sheep 
and wool industry is in such a flourishing 
condition, ig inexcusable. During times ot 
depression in sheep in wool, a lack of inter- 
est in regard to it is not a matter of much 
wonder; but at this time, it is certainly 
strange. Recent letters teli us of severai 
raids upon the flocks of some of our readers, 
and request our aid in bringing the matter 
to the attention of law makers. Our col- 
umne show that The Prairie Farmer has not 
been remiss in this behalf; and it will 
always be found in line with efforts to pro- 
mote the interests of the flock-masters and 
farmers who raise sheep. We wrote re- 
cently to Albert Chapman, Esq., of Midcle- 
bury, Vermont, for the latest law of thai 





State to protect sheep, and he has courte- 
ously responded, sending us the document. 
It is the best law on the subject of which we 
have any knowledge, and we shall publish 


its main features in our next issue, our col- 
umns being full this week. The officers of 
various organizations in the interest of sheep 
and wool should make a point of urging 
upon all members tbereof, to correspond 





the matured grasses keeps up the full va- 


sequently, pastures thus treated produte 
more food for stock during the year than 


with the legislators from their districts, im~ 
riety of those kinds native to the soil. Con-; pressing upon them the importance of the 
matter. 
forwarded, also, and no legitimate means 
pegiected to arouse the law-making power 


Petitions should be circulated and 
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